
Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought
forth upon this continent, a new nation, conceived
in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal.

Now, we are engaged in a great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any nation so conceived, and
so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great
battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a
portion of it as a final resting place for those who
here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But in a larger sense we can not dedicate-we can
not consecrate-we can not hallow-this ground. The
brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have
consecrated it far above our poor power to add or

detract. The world will little note, nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never forget what
they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be
dedicated here to the unfinished work which they
have, thus far, so nobly carried on. It is rather for
us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining
before us-that from these honored dead we take
increased devotion to that cause for which they gave
the last full measure of devotion-that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain-
that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth
of freedom-and that government of the people,
by the people. for the people. shall not perish from
the earth.
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34. A STATESMAN SPEAKS

Surely Mr. Lincoln's letter to Mr. Hedges, of Kentucky, in the spring of
1864 is one of the most remarkable documents he ever penned. It is a con-
fession of faith. It reviews a war policy. It states his understanding of the oath
he took to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution. It is masterful prose.
The reasoning is close, the composition compact and terse. Every word saves
a purpose. None could be omitted ioithoui destroying the precise intent of the
writer. Throughout there is a dignity, and at the same time a humility, which
graces every word. This letter is a document that deserves the closest study of
pvery student of American constitutional history, of the war policy of the
Lincoln administration in relationship to the emancipation of the slaves, and
of the man, Lincoln, himself. Of its kind, it is unfellowed.

My dear Sir: You ask me to put in writing the
substance of what I verbally said the other day in
your presence, to Governor Bramlette and Senator
Dixon. It was about as follows:

"I am naturally antislavery. If slavery is not wrong.
nothing is wrong. I cannot remember when I did not
so think and feel, and yet I have never understood
that the presidency conferred upon me an un-
restricted right to act officially upon this judgment
and feeling. It was in the oath I took that I would,
to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and
defend the Constitution of the United States. I could
not take the office without taking the oath. Nor was
it my view that I might take an oath to get power.
and break the oath in using the power. I understood.
too, that in ordinary civil administration this oath
even forbade me to practically indulge my primary
abstract judgment on the moral question of slavery.
I had publicly declared this many times, and in many

ways. And I aver that, to this day, I have done no
official act in mere deference to my abstract judg-
ment and feeling on slavery. I did understand, how-
ever, that my oath to preserve the Constitution to the
best of my ability imposed upon me the duty of
preserving, by every indispensable means, that
government-that nation, of which that Constitution
was the organic law. Was it possible to lose the nation
and yet preserve the Constitution? By general law.
life and limb must be protected, yet often a limb
must be amputated to save a life; but a life is never
wisely given to save a limb. I felt that measures
otherwise unconstitutional might become lawful by
becoming indispensable to the preservation of the
Constitution through the preservation of the nation.
Right or wrong, I assumed this ground, and now
avow it. I could not feel that. to the best of my
ability, I had even tried to preserve the Constitution.
if. to save slavery or any minor matter. I should
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