
permit the wreck of government, country, and Con-
stitution all together. When, early in the war, General
Fremont attempted military emancipation, I forbade
it, because I did not then think it an indispensable
necessity. When, a little later, General Cameron, then
Secretary of War, suggested the arming of the blacks,
I objected because I did not yet think it an indis-
pensable necessity. When. still later. General Hunter
attempted military emancipation, I again forbade it,
because I did not yet think the indispensable neces-
sity had come. When in March and May and July,
1862, I made earnest and successive appeals to the
border States to favor compensated emancipation, I
believed the indispensable necessity for military
emancipation and arming the blacks would come
unless averted by that measure. They declined the
proposition. and I was, in my best judgment, driven
to the alternative of either surrendering the Union,
and with it the Constitution, or of laying strong hand
upon the colored element. I chose the latter. In
choosing it. I hoped for greater gain than loss; but
of this, I was not entirely confident. More than a
year of trial now shows no loss by it in our foreign
relations. none in our home popular sentiment, none
in our white military force-no loss by it anyhow or
anywhere. On the contrary it shows a gain of quite
a hundred and thirty thousand soldiers, seamen. and

laborers. These are palpable facts, about which, as
facts, there can be no caviling. We have the men;
and we could not have had them without the
measure.

"And now let any Union man who complains of
the measure test himself by writing down in one line
that he is for subduing the rebellion by force of arms;
and in the next, that he is for taking these hundred
and thirty thousand men from the Union side, and
placing them where they would be but for the
measure he condemns. If he cannot face his case so
stated, it is only because he cannot face the truth."

I add a word which was not in the verbal con-
versation. In telling this tale I attempt no compli-
ment to my own sagacity. I claim not to have con-
trolled events, but confess plainly that events have
controlled me. Now, at the end of three years'
struggle, the nation's condition is not what either
party, or any man, devised or expected. God alone
can claim it. Whither it is tending seems plain. If
God now wills the removal of a great wrong, and
wills also that we of the North, as well as you of the
South, shall pay fairly for our complicity in that
wrong, impartial history will find therein new cause
to attest and revere the justice and goodness of God.

LINCOLN TO A. G. HOOGES, APRIL 4. 1864.

35. A STEPMOTHER'S RECOLLECTION

Sarah Bush Lincoln, second wife of Thomas Lincoln, and ste pmother of
Abraham, was a real mother to the young boy during the hard years in
Indiana and on throughout his life. Each had genuine love and respect for the
other. One of the last things Lincoln did before leaving Illinois for the White
House to take up the responsibilities that lay ahead of him was to visit
" mother," as he always called her. Her recollection of Abraham given below is
from a statement she made to William Herndon on Friday, September 8, 1865,
at her humble home 8 miles south of Charleston, Ill.

Abe slept upstairs, went up on pins stuck in the
logs, like a ladder; our bedsteads were original
creations, none such now, made of poles and clap-
boards. Abe was about nine years of age when I
landed in Indiana. The country was wild, and deso-
late. Abe was a good boy; he didn't like physical
labor, was diligent for knowledge, wished to know,
and if pains and labor would get it, he was sure to
get it. He was the best boy I ever saw. He read all
the books he could lay his hands on. I can't remember
dates nor names, am about seventy-five years of age;
Abe read the Bible some, though not as much as
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said; he sought more congenial books suitable for his
age. I think newspapers were had in Indiana as early
as 1824 and up to 1830 when we moved to Illinois.
Abe was a constant reader of them. I am sure of this
for the years of 1827-28-29-30. The name of the
Louisville Journal seems to sound like one. Abe read
history papers and other books, can't name anyone.
have forgotten .... He duly reverenced old age, loved
those best about his own age, played with those under
his age; he listened to the aged, argued with his
equals, but played with the children. He loved
animals generally and treated them kindly; he loved


